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their promise to follow German disarmament with
their own, Germany could not be left entirely un-
protected. This cruiser, however, had become a
kind of symbol in the eyes of our followers. And
for a people like the Germans, easily susceptible
to emotional appeal* symbols can take on a real
importance.
As far as possible the mistake was repaired when
our parliamentary group moved in the Reichstag to
halt construction of the cruiser and all our ministers
voted with our members. As a step further to clarify
the party's position towards the military problem, a
special committee was appointed to work out a
precise military programme. I was made a member
of this committee, the only woman on it. My view-
point, which I defended in the committee, was this :
Germany's geographical and political position should
lead her to be the champion of general, internation-
ally controlled disarmament. However, as long as
the Allied nations could not be made to disarm as
they had forced Germany to do, as long as aggres-
sive states presented a permanent military and social
threat, we could not make democratic Germany
completely defenceless. Our influence should be
used in the international field to put into practice
the ideals of international solidarity and security.
Meantime, it must be our task on the national field
to make the army a better instrument for democracy
and the officers' corps a more reliable body for the
republic.
During the same year that the party convention
decided on its new defence programme, a serious
attempt was made to find a more constructive solu-
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